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President’s Message
It felt strange at first but quickly normalized: being
together in person for our October NELG
program! A group of us made a trip to the
Berkshire County Historical Society at Arrowhead,
the former home of Herman Melville, of Moby
Dick fame.
Now you are wracking your brain to try and
remember what Melville wrote about lace in
Moby Dick, right? Absolutely nothing that I know
of. But the Historical Society has a collection of
lace that we explored after a lovely tour of
Arrowhead. They have boxes of laces that were
donated through the years, which are slowly
being identified and documented as accessions.
We barely scratched the surface of
what they have but found two
gems among the more common
pieces: a gorgeous Point de Gaze
handkerchief and a decent length
border of fine Brussels Duchesse
in excellent condition. Jill, our
Member at Large, plans to arrange
another trip there specifically to
help the curator identify more of
the lace and hopefully find more
gems!
I hope you are enjoying the
autumn colors and can get out and
about to see friends and family
during the upcoming holidays – in
person.

Elected Officers
President
Carolyn Wetzel
108 Petticoat Hill Road
Williamsburg, MA, 01096
(413) 268-3115
NELGPresident@gmail.com
Vice President
Katherine (Kate) Moore
76 Stafford Circle
Dennisport, MA 02639-1124
(508) 237-4592
NELGPrograms@gmail.com
Treasurer/Membership Officer
Barbara Morrow
132 Old Mill Road
Shelton, CT 06484
(203) 521-9874
NELGTreasurer@gmail.com
Member at Large
Jill Hawkins
38 Idylwood Drive
Northford, CT 06472
(203) 464-9873
NELGMemberatLarge@gmail.com

Appointed Officers
Clerk
Open Position
NELGSecretary@gmail.com

Doris Examines Brussels Duchesse Lace

Our deepest condolences go out to NELG member Evelyn Gant, who lost her
dear mother earlier this year.
Evelyn, may your friends, family and lace making give you solace.

Librarian
Bryce M. Wolf
52 Birchwood Lane
Lincoln, MA 01773
(781) 259-8529
NELGLibrarian@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor
Gail A. MacLean
5 Brookhill Lane
Norwalk, CT 06851-1617
(203) 847-9437
NELGNewsletter@gmail.com
Webmaster
Jill Hawkins
38 Idylwood Drive
Northford, CT 06472
(203) 464-9873
NELGWebmaster@gmail.com

A Gentle Reminder: All the work that appears in this newsletter is either original or obtained from an outside source with
permission for its use in the NELG newsletter. Please contact the Editor for written permission to use any particular item.
Thank you.
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Creative Arts Results 2021
The Big E is back, and with it, the Creative Arts Competition!
Enjoy all these wonderful submissions. Congratulations to all the participating lace makers!
To see a slideshow of all the entries, go to the NELG website: www.nelg.us.
To see the complete list of judging results, go to: http://showorks.s3.amazonaws.com/index.html?file=645202_2_Lace

Jill Hawkins - Blue Ribbon
Best of Division - Adult

Mary Linden - Blue Ribbon

Mary Mangan - Red Ribbon
Best Beginner - Adult

Best Use of Color

Bryce Wolf - Blue Ribbon
Technical Proficiency

Hanka Robertson - Blue Ribbon
Best Needle Lace
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The Ipswich Lace Traveling Exhibit Project
By Gail MacLean with Mary Mangan
It all started with a simple question during a CT Virtual Lace
Day in August. Mary Linden said, “Wouldn’t it be great to
have an exhibit about Ipswich Lace that we could bring to
our demonstrations?” Everyone agreed. Then we started
talking about what we would need, how it would look,
what it would say, etc. And how about samples of the lace?
So I sent an email to those NELG members that I thought
had made or taken a class in Ipswich lace, me being one of
them. And lo and behold, we could account for about half
of the 22 Ipswich Lace samples from the Library of
Congress.
Then I started making a list of what the preparation of such
an exhibit would involve: format, narrative, photos,
artifacts and samples, issues of portability and security,
expenses, etc. I shared this list with those who had shown
an interest in the project, including Karen Thompson, who
teaches Ipswich Lace and has published a book with the 22
patterns from the Library of Congress. The original list was
modified to include all comments, corrections and
suggestions.
Our first step was to present the idea to the membership
during our September meeting to gain general approval
and buy-in. The result was an enthusiastic endorsement.
Then our Webmaster added a forum to the website
available to all members that would host ideas, discoveries
and queries about the project. Plus, Karen offered to
schedule a class for NELG members. When I polled our
members, the interest
was so great that Karen
scheduled 4 classes from
October to February.
There are only 2 open
slots in February!
Karen also offered to
give NELG members an
encore presentation of
the slideshow she had
prepared on Ipswich
Lace. It was well
attended on October 20.
We
are
currently
working up an expense
list and the Treasurer

has added a line to the budget for the project.
The initial project idea has spawned all kinds of additional
ideas. We could set up an exhibit in a library or historical
society. We could prepare multiple traveling exhibits so
that lace demonstrators in southern, middle and northern
New England could have their own. We could develop a
slide show and a formal presentation for schools and
historical societies. We could present re-enactments using
accurate period clothing and equipment. We also thought
to provide electronic items for people to download from
anywhere around the world.
However, we will focus on just one traveling exhibit to
start, then embellish the project after we get some
experience with the initial version. Our goal is to have an
exhibit ready for when the demonstration season starts in
the spring. It will be a busy winter!
To learn more about Ipswich Lace and the project, log into
the NELG website and go to the Discussion Forum in the
menu list on the left of the Home Page, just below the
Members Only selection. There you can also volunteer to
work on the project in whatever capacity you wish. We
need folks to provide lace samples, write text, acquire
exhibit materials, develop graphics such as photos, maps
and diagrams, research Ipswich Lace history, prepare
handouts, and more. To register for Karen’s class in
February, go to the website calendar; more classes could
be added if there is a demand for them.
As a starting
point,
Mary
Mangan
has
prepared
this
mock-up poster,
with just a few of
the anticipated
discussion points
about
this
fascinating part
of
American
history. There is
no telling where
such a project
will take us!
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NELG Field Trip Report: Hunting for Lace Treasures at the Moby Dick Museum
By Mary Mangan
When I told friends my Saturday
was booked as I was going to the
Moby Dick museum to see a secret
lace collection, there were
perplexed looks. It was a mystery to
me, too—I had no idea why they
had such archives. But on October
16, 2021, intrepid lace hunters
encountered great white lace at
Arrowhead in Pittsfield, MA.

Many people are understandably
COVID-cautious still, but a small
group gathered for the adventure,
following safety protocols.

Our group included Doris May, Jill
Hawkins, Carolyn Wetzel, Winann
Steinmetz, Clare Settle, Pat Morris
and her daughter, Peggy Morris,
Laura Bensley, and me. Our
experience began with an overview
of the historic home, having typical
characteristics and items of the 19th
century. Curator Erin Hunt began
with the Melville family situation
and how they came to be here.
Herman had fond memories of an
uncle’s nearby farm, and following

youthful adventures at sea, he
married Lizzie, whose father
Lemuel Shaw was Chief Justice of
the Massachusetts Supreme Court.
Lemuel provided support for the
struggling writer’s family during
their time here. Moby Dick was
written in an upstairs room with a
glorious view of Mt. Greylock.

A popular item in an adjacent
bedroom was this curious thread
holder and pin cushion.

A separate exhibit of 19th century
mourning items, including lace
articles such as shawls, cuffs,
parasols, and even pins specific for
the expression of grief was nearby.
Since the site includes the Berkshire
Historical Society archives, there
are many objects besides Melville
family-related bits.
Throughout the house, period
clothing adorned with lace, as well
as other decorative pieces were
visible. But the real treasures came

later in Erin’s office, as she brought
out large archival boxes filled to the
top with lace.
The lace explorers gathered in a
circle, and Erin shared samples,
watching as the group dove in.

Excitement ensued as our lace
enthusiasts used magnification
apps and tools for a close look at
the pieces. Jill Hawkins noted that
Erin had provided us with a
welcome opportunity to be “in our
happy place.” Jill summarized the
day perfectly: “The Berkshire
Historical Society has a substantial
collection of lace, much of which is
not accessioned. We barely
scratched the surface when we
looked at some of the contents of
one archival box which contained
some
delightful
pieces
of
Bedfordshire, Point de Gaze, tape
lace as well as crocheted and
machine-made laces. The most
exciting item we saw was an
exquisite piece of Brussels
Duchesse. The museum would
value our assistance in helping
catalog what they have, and we
indicated we would be glad to
arrange a return visit in the Spring.
The curator mentioned that they
also have a collection of black lace
which piqued our interest in light of
the Ipswich lace project we are
working on.”
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Participants were pleased to see
many typical samples of lace, and
several real gems, such as the
handkerchief with Bedfordshire
borders on the previous page.
Discussion of the types, threads,
styles, and the volume of lace
played out. We agreed that it would
require more visits to delve into the
rich boxes.
Lunch at a local restaurant capped
off a great day. We had a whale of a
time!

(See the lace-drenched House of
Worth gown in the back).

Welcome New NELG Members!
Marta Dansie, New York, NY
Gail Korenaga, Milk Valley, CA
Sheila Leverson, Hendersonville, NC
Sheila writes: I am a new bobbin lacemaker, interested in your virtual events!
Elizabeth Massidda, South Berwick, ME
Elizabeth writes: I enjoy hand-crafting clothing. Designing and creating unique garments is exciting for me. I knit,
crochet, embroider and sew. My family heritage is from Ireland.
Holly Motzko, Wilton, NH
Prabha Ramakrishnan, Raleigh, NC
Clarissa Sullivan, Gardner, MA

Source: grizzlymountainarts, CC By 2.0, via Wikimedia Commons
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Demonstrating in an Age of Pandemic
By Sharon Sacco
As lace makers we know that always working in isolation is
a recipe for lace making to become extinct. If no one sees
the process, they are unlikely to ever try to learn the
techniques.
When no one learns, lace making will cease to exist.
As a part of trying to keep lace making a living craft, many
of us have demonstrated at various venues, and NELG has
even obtained new members as a result. This activity is
important enough that we record the hours spent on it so
they can be reported to our parent organization, the
International Organization of Lace (IOLI). For those of us
who participate, it can be a fun activity with a lot of
socialization.
For myself, it is fun to educate
people while I demonstrate. I
know enough about how lace
making fit into the economic
development of Europe. My
demonstration
piece
is
Valenciennes, which coordinates
well with that history.

was simply too dangerous to be with other people outside
of our immediate households.
With the introduction of vaccines earlier this year, some
venues planned to reopen. While the entire population did
not embrace the vaccines, adequate numbers, particularly
in this region of the country, did allow some events to
reopen. The Big E was one of the events.
When registration for the Big E opened up last summer, I
was very much aware that the delta variant would be a
problem. At that time there were questions about the
eﬀectiveness of my vaccination with delta. If I did not
register, I would not go, so I registered with the caveat that
if the virus was raging,
I would not attend. The
hope was that I would
travel with another
lace maker. Alas, that
did not work out.
The surge that started
in the unvaccinated
South did eventually
spread to us. I had
watched the numbers
on this pandemic since
its early days. As the
date approached, I
followed
those
numbers closely. I
knew that at this time
we could not be
perfectly safe, but how

What I choose to tell people is
often based on my assessment of
what they may or may not be
interested in. Those who come by
and say, “I could never do that,”
are probably not going to
appreciate
the
historical
importance. For them I may simply
2021 Lace Displays at the Big E
explain a working diagram as a
map. Others will appreciate the history of where this
to weigh the danger?
particular piece of lace has travelled. (Okay, so they are
impressed that it was once in the Museum of Fine Arts in
While the number of cases per 100,000 people had risen,
Boston!).
it was still under 30 people per 100,000 here, thanks to
vaccination. I shop in New Hampshire, where the number
Normally in demonstrating we will also bring a teaching
of cases have a higher percentage. My logic was that if I
pillow for people to play with. I also tend to bring a plastic
can shop at Costco, the Big E shouldn’t be much worse. I
bag of lace as props to help the story, as well as let people
also knew that the vaccination rate in this state was nearly
touch pieces of lace that I have made as samples in
68%, including children who still cannot be vaccinated. The
preparation for a more serious piece of lace. When I do
people at the Big E on a weekday tend to be older for the
these demos, I am usually accompanied by friends, and all
most part, and they have a very high vaccination rate. I also
of us are very busy.
knew that the Big E was taking precautions, in particular
In early 2020, COVID-19 hit, and our world changed. In
requiring masks indoors. So I made the decision to go,
addition to not being able to attend monthly meetings in
based on the numbers I saw.
person, most of our usual demonstration venues closed. It
I did make one modification for the demonstration: the
teaching pillow stayed home. While it is popular, the
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Fortunately, the number of people attending the Big E was
much smaller. I found fewer groups to talk to. There were
no school groups, and the 4H
The Big E had taken some
stage was bare. The
safety procedures to heart.
downside was that despite
All
vendors
and
the masking requirement,
demonstrators
were
many people chose to ignore
required to watch a video, so
it. The Big E did have two
that we understood the
women in the building who
safety requirements. I knew
went around asking people
most of the information in it,
to
mask
up,
but
but I appreciated that they
unfortunately some of the
took the time to make sure
unmasked were hostile to
everyone knew. You also had
wearing a mask. As someone
to sign a statement every
2021 Lace Displays at the Big E
who believes in science, I did
day saying that you were not
have a solution to those who
feeling ill. Anyone who started to feel ill while there was
were unmasked—I did not engage them in discussions.
asked to leave and take a COVID test. The New England
This limited my exposure, but their loss was that they did
Center where we were located has four large doors that
not get the full experience of a demonstration.
give good ventilation. They have added a number of ceiling
I hope that someday we can get back to normal, but until
fans to increase the airflow.
then I try to be as normal as possible with precautions.
amount of time needed in close proximity wasn’t
acceptable. It should stay home until it is safer.

Special Events
The Way Sisters: Miniaturists of the Early Republic

October 30, 2021 – January 23, 2022
Lyman Allen Art Museum,
New London, CT
https://www.lymanallyn.org/
This exhibition presents the work of Mary Way (1769–1833) and Elizabeth Way Champlain (1771–1825),
pioneering sisters from New London, Connecticut. They produced watercolor miniatures and unique “dressed”
paper portraits with fabric clothing between 1790 and 1825. Some of the portraits sport what looks to be
Ipswich Lace!
On Tuesday, November 10, there will be a special curator tour of the exhibit. This link brings you to their
webpage to register for the tour: https://www.lymanallyn.org/events-2/gallery-talk-the-way-sisters/.

The Entwining of Bobbin Lace and Dance

On November 18, at 7:30 p.m., the Folk Arts Center of New England will present a Zoom workshop by
Sally Jenkins, a member of the Oregon Trail Lacemakers.
In the presentation Sally shares how her two hobbies of bobbin lace and folk dancing have combined
in her life via travel and study. She has discovered a dance called The Lacemaker, participated in her
guild’s rope lace project, and filmed Finnish lace makers as they dance and make rope lace.
The Folk Arts Center of New England (FACONE) will host this presentation as part of its SOFA program
(Some Other Folk Arts). The Zoom login information will be available on Wednesday, November 17 at
www.facone.org.
Aren’t you curious to see what this is all about? Put it on your calendar!
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Things to Do & Places to Go
See the NELG website (www.nelg.us) for more information, more events and to register for these events.
The decision to hold NELG Meetings and Lace Days in person
or via Zoom will be determined on a case-by-case basis. Stay
tuned for notices!

NELG Meetings

November 20: To be announced
December 18: To be announced
January 15:

To be announced

February 19:

To be announced

Lace Days
Sunday Lace Group of Eastern Massachusetts
They meet on the 2nd Sunday of each month from 11:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. Participants will receive an invitation by
email during the preceding week. To be added to the
mailing list contact Bryce Wolf at (781) 259-8529 or
brycewolf@comcast.net.

Please Report Your Volunteer Time!
Anything you do to help NELG counts as
volunteer time—demonstrating lace
making, writing articles for the
newsletter, teaching a friend to make
lace, preparing and making a presentation
for one of our NELG meetings, helping to
set up a display for a library, museum or
demonstration.
It’s easy to report your hours on the
Report Volunteer Hours page in the
Members Only section of the website. Or
contact our Member at Large for a paper
form.
As a Charter Group with the International
Organization of Lace, Inc. (IOLI), NELG is
required to provide volunteer hours in
order to help maintain the not-for-profit
status of IOLI.
Thank you for your time!

Connecticut Lace Days
The group meets on the 1st Saturday of each month from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Participants will receive an invitation by
email during the preceding week. To be added to the
mailing list contact Winann Steinmetz at (203) 876-8314 or
winannsteinmetz@hotmail.com.

Demonstrations and Other Lace Events
October 2021
30 – 1/23/2022: Way Sisters Exhibit
Lyman Allen Art Museum
New London, CT
https://www.lymanallyn.org/
November 2021
6-8:
Lost Art Lacers Lace Day Weekend
Newton, NJ
www.lostartlacers.org
6-7:

New England Fiber Festival
West Springfield, MA
Contact: Member at Large
Demonstration Opportunity!

10:

Way Sisters Special Curator Gallery Tour
Lyman Allen Art Museum (RSVP on their site)
New London, CT

https://www.lymanallyn.org/events2/gallery-talk-the-way-sisters/

18:

April 2022
9-10:

May 2022
12-15:

July 2022
17-23:

The Entwining of Bobbin Lace and Dance
The Folk Arts Center of New England
7 – 8:30 p.m. on Zoom
www.facone.org/
Oxford Historical Society Fiber Festival
Oxford, CT
Contact: Member at Large
Demonstration Opportunity!
NELG Annual Lace Retreat
Madison, CT
www.nelg.us
IOLI Annual Convention
Mesa, AZ
www.internationalorganizationoflace.org
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Lace in the Night and Lace in the Day
By Sr Madeleine Cleverly
I was headed to Germany when COVID changed the plans
for the world and returned me to terra firma in the United
States for a year and a half. I had nearly given up hope that
travel at my advanced age would still be possible, but
Germany beckoned again this summer; I left on August 31
for at least 3 months in Deutschland. It is an amazing story
of how I connected with Barbara Corbet, whom many of
you will know from her books, e.g., Flandrische Spitze. My
last pre-COVID article recounted her exhibit in the local
library. It was lovely but unfortunately, I was one of the
few who actually saw it, since it was only open for two
weeks because of COVID! Enough of that story.
Lace in the Night: My Prioress was reluctant to allow travel
before September 1, so Barbara graciously offered to have
me attend her early August class by Skype. Not only were
there time differences, but language differences and skill
differences as well. Class was scheduled for 4 days at 3
a.m. EDT! As you will imagine, convents are not set up for
this kind of activity, so as a friend called it, ‘the first-ever
Lace Sleepover’ was about to begin! In my lace studio, a
cot with foam mattress, an alarm clock, cereal and milk
were all in hand.
If the time difference was not enough of a challenge, I
naively thought Barbara would be teaching in English as
her English is excellent. Such was not the case. My German
lace vocabulary, non-existent at the beginning but quite
familiar now, had to improve quickly; details, however,
were lacking. I wondered how the other international
students were managing: Swedish, Slovenian, Austrian,
Swiss and of course other parts of Germany. After 2½
days, one kindly, nunfriendly Slovenian gal
said, “Do you know,
Sister, that you can have
this class simultaneously
translated into English?
We are listening in
Slovenian.” Well, NO! this
sister did NOT know
that!!! Being considerably
untechy, I was only able to
discover half of how you
would make that happen.
It remained a puzzle for a
younger sister to solve
before my impending

Germany trip. What technology can do!!
Now about skill differences… My mother always said,
“Fools rush in where angels fear to tread.” I was over my
head in Idrija, Schneeberger and Russian tape lace. The
bands I managed but the fillings escaped me. At the
beginning, when my Slovenian friend said she had a
certificate from three years of study at the Idrija lace
school, I knew I was in trouble. The other students
designed lovely things in all three patterns. I was lucky to
have completed two of the technique patterns and
gleefully looked on when it came to designing. A challenge
for another year, for sure. Barbara is a wonderful teacher
with an excellent reputation, and I looked forward to
some classes in the daylight in Germany.
Lace in the Day: August 31 arrived and off I flew with
vaccination card at the ready, locator forms for two
countries, and dozens, it seemed, of the required variety
of masks for public transportation. My daughter claims an
army of angels was helping me with bus, plane and train
transfers, until I settled for the first night into a small,
warm and friendly family hotel in Baden-Baden, Germany.
(Too late to be arriving at a 750-year-old kloster with a big
gate into the enclosure.)
I slept off my jetlag for a few days and then my next lace
adventure began: five days in the Riesling wine growing
region of Germany. It was wonderful seeing the grapes
growing everywhere as I made my train and bus trek,
dragging lace pillow and accoutrements behind.
Surely Lace in the Day had gone easier than Lace in the
Night. Lace Frauen are the
same the world over,
warm,
friendly
and
wanting to talk excitedly
about their craft, albeit in
German.
Some
lace
subjects can’t be missed,
no matter the language,
and they were happy to
share their knowledge,
excitement, help, and
patterns. I loved the class
and worked assiduously,
repeating some Russian
filling patterns so that I
actually got them right this
time! I even did an O
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Tannenbaum/Christmas tree. I love it. Now I have started
on a Madonna for the sisters here at the convent where I
am staying.
Baden-Baden was famous for taking the waters, the
playground of the rich and famous of the 19th century. A
beautiful two-kilometer allée connects the town with the
Abbey, complete with spacious greenery and flowers,
gurgling brook, foot and bicycle paths, and 19th century
homes—well worth a visit. The architecture is lovely and
not marred by any of a myriad of wars over the centuries.
The kloster, Lichtenthal Abbey, is a lovely 750-year-old
Cistercian nunnery, preserved through many wars with
miraculous stories. The abbey is enclosed and quiet,
where so much lace can be created; prayer and lace
making work well for me. I promise a prayer for all of you,
my very first lace teachers.

Lace Trivia: The Largest Ever Bobbin Lace
By Mary Mangan

Recently a “bobbin lace” Google alert pointed to a news item from the Lewiston Tribune. It included this factoid about
Guinness World Record lace: “The largest bobbin lace measures 573.3 feet square, and was created by Municipio De
Vila Do Conde, of Portugal, in Vila do Conde, Portugal, on August 2, 2015.”
Of course, I had to look for more info about this, and the Guinness site provided images and video to accompany this
colorful story. The individual hand-crafted panels were stitched together, and the enormous textile was hoisted for
display from the masts of a historic ship nearby.

Video of lace makers, hoisting the completed work and close-ups of the lace: https://youtu.be/NEmyWqsSQTY
Announcement article with statistics: https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/news/commercial/2015/8/largestever-bobbin-lace-is- unveiled-in-portuguese-town-to-celebrate-historical-t-391447
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Meeting Minutes
Minutes are available on our Website under Governance: Minutes to Member Meetings. We publish meeting minutes in our
newsletter and website after they have been approved at a subsequent meeting.
April 17, 2021
Executive Board Attendees: Carolyn
Wetzel, President; Kate Moore, Vice
President;
Gail
MacLean,
Newsletter Editor; Bryce Wolf,
Librarian;
Barbara
Morrow,
Treasurer
Members: Devon Thein, Winann
Steinmetz, Marjorie Dashef, Sr.
Madeleine Cleverly, Mary Linden,
Mary Mangan, Sharon Sacco, Rita
Bartholomew,
Carmen
Bartholomew, Karen Thompson,
Judy
Jeon-Chapman,
Caroline
Morse, Sue Felshin
Meeting was held via Zoom due to
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The
meeting was called to order at 11:05
a.m. It was announced that the
meeting would be recorded.
Kate Moore volunteered to
transcribe the minutes from the
recording.
Officer Reports
Librarian: Bryce Wolf reported that
some members still have longstanding overdue library books and
asked that they please return them.
Treasurer: Barbara Morrow shared
the Treasurer’s report, which was
largely unchanged from previous
months.
Retreat 2021: There was a
discussion of the upcoming
NELG virtual retreat, focusing
on what the schedule should
be as well as possible programs
and games. It was decided the
retreat should be a one-day
event to be held on Saturday,

May 15. It was further decided that
there would not be a business
meeting that day.
Newsletter: Gail MacLean reported
that the deadline for submission to
the next newsletter is April 28.
Member at Large: Carolyn said that
Member at Large Jill Hawkins
reported that volunteer hours need
to be reported to IOLI by the
beginning of May.
Mary Mangan requested the
addition of Ipswich lace to the
member profile directory.
Retreat 2022: Winann Steinmetz
reported on the 2022 retreat. On
condition that it is deemed safe
enough to begin holding in-person
gatherings again, the retreat will be
held May 13 - 15, 2022. Allie
Marguccio has agreed to teach Idrija
lace; Holly Van Sciver will likely also
teach but that is not yet confirmed,
and it is unclear whether there will
be a beginner class or not. Locations
are being scouted; members were
asked to email with any suggestions.
Other Business
Sue Felshin reported that there will
be a Celebration of Life for Lies Stolk
on April 24, 2021 at the New Hope
Chapel in Westborough, MA.

Carolyn Wetzel reported that the St.
Gallen
Textile
Museum
in
Switzerland is requesting donations
to help fund an exhibition on the
history of lace called “Threads of
Power,” which will be held in the
Spring of 2022 at the Bard Graduate
Center in NYC. Winann Steinmetz
moved that NELG send a donation of
$100; Gail MacLean seconded. The
motion passed unanimously.
Carolyn also reported that there is
an open call for artists to contribute
to an exhibition entitled Us All,
focusing on diversity and inclusion.
International Organization of Lace
UnCon 2.0 will be held July 25 - 30,
2021; watch for updates.
Mary Linden reported that the Big E
is being held from September 17 October 3, 2021 and that in the
interests of social distancing, NELG
has
the
opportunity
of
demonstrating from a stage, with
microphones used for questions and
answers. If interested, sign up is as
usual. Also, NELG has been invited
to demonstrate at Dudley Farm
Museum October 23, 2021.
The minutes from the March 20
monthly meeting were read and
approved with minor corrections.
Bryce Wolf moved to approve the
minutes as corrected;
Barbara Morrow seconded.
The
motion
passed
unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned
at 12:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Kate Moore, Vice President

Source: Design:Árpád Dékáni (1861-1931). Manufactured by Mária Markovits, Kiskunhalas Lace Manufactory,
Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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Member Resources
Your Website Members Only
Pages
Website Members Only pages are
available to all registered members
via the email address and password
you defined when you registered
online.
It is here that you will find current
and prior newsletters, the member
directory, resources such as the
NELG business card, an expense
form and a form to report volunteer
hours,
and
information
on
scholarships and grants.

Your Newsletter
The NELG Newsletter is published 4
times a year, on or about the 1st of
February, May, August and
November.
If you choose electronic delivery,
you will receive an email informing
you when the latest newsletter is
available on the NELG website for
your viewing pleasure. You will be
able to enjoy the contents in color,
photos will be re-sizable for a
detailed view, and all links will be
immediately accessible to you. Past
issues of the newsletter back to
1998 are also there for your easy
reference.
If you choose to receive your
newsletter via US Mail, you’ll
receive a black and white hardcopy
version and be charged a higher
dues rate.

Printing Your Newsletter in
Duplex
Want to save paper by printing your
newsletter on both sides of the
sheet? Follow these simple steps:
1. Click on the printer icon in
your Adobe Reader window

2. Click on the Properties
button (at top of window)
3. Click on Finishing tab
4. Click on Print on Both Sides
(manually)
5. Follow directions that will
pop up on how to re-insert
your paper to print on the
second side
Here is an alternative method:
1. Print even (or odd) pages
only.
2. Remove pages, turn them
over without re-ordering
them, and place in printer.
3. Print odd (or even) pages
but in reverse order.

Your NELG Library
The New England Lace Group
maintains a collection of both print
and non-print materials for the use
of its members. We have loaded
scans of all book covers on the
website so you can see each of the
books we have. Click On-Line-Web
to view the collection to date.
A representative selection from the
Library is available at each monthly
meeting, as well as at local Lace
Days, thanks to our Assistant
Librarians. To be assured of a
particular item, please contact the
Head Librarian and arrange for it to
be brought to the meeting or mailed

to you. Also, please feel free to
contact her with your suggestions
for new material to be added to our
library for member use. She also
welcomes reviews of new or current
books for publication in the
newsletter.
NELG has documented the Policies
and Procedures with regard to how
the Library collection is managed.
Click on NELG Library Policy &
Procedures and read the changes
we have instituted for all members.

Your NELG Membership
Directory
The NELG Membership Directory is
available on the NELG website to all
currently registered members.
Check the Directory for the latest
contact information of your fellow
lace makers. Update your own
contact data in the Directory when
something changes, and your lace
friends will know instantly! If you
have a picture of yourself and have
difficulty uploading it, please
contact our Webmaster, Jill
Hawkins, for assistance.
If you don’t have access to the
internet, you’ll receive a hardcopy
of the Directory with the February
newsletter.

Standing Committees & Appointments
•
•
•
•
•
•

Scholarships & Grants: Janet Blanchard & Barbara Morrow
Retreat: Winann Steinmetz & Jill Hawkins
Nominating: Kate Moore
Webmaster Assistant: Sharon Sacco
BIG E Liaison: Mary Linden
Newsletter Editor Assistant: Mary Mangan
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Pattern Pages (from IOLI Pattern Books and CDs)

The designers of these patterns retain the copyright for their patterns.
These patterns may be reproduced for personal use only and not for commercial gain.
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